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QUR WAR LFFORT

It is often said that we are a nation of individualists; our
enemies interpret this to mean that we think oniy of ourselves. Wiile
it is true that nowhere else in the world are there so many individuals
Wwho are free to live their lives in their own way as under the flag of
she United States, yet that flag is the symbol of our unity. Those red
and white stripes represent the banding together of the thirteen orig-
inal colonies; those stars on the field of blue, the union of forty-
tight States - the United States - founded on the principle that all men
are created equal in the sight of God, free to think as they please, to
W@rship a5 they please and to act as they please so long as their ac--
tions do not harm others,

Fach of us has the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
hﬂppiness, a right that attains tull meaning only under a democratic
form of government. But if a democracy is to functior and survive, each
And every citizen must undertake certain duties and responsibilities.

the words of John Stuart Kill, the noted political economist, "The
worth of a stats, in the long run, is the worth of the individuals com-
Posing it

] Man is a social being. e cannct live alone. The day cof his

Dirth he enters the smallest unit of socictv, which we know as the fam-
+ He is entirely dependent on his father and mother, and yet they

Tecognize that he has certain rights-—the right to foud, the right to
9%0thing, the right to care, and yes, even the right to......cry. His
First, wavering steps bring him an exhilarating sense of freedoem, a free-
dom, however, which he soon learns is not without responsibilities——
Tespongibilities imposed for his own goo:i.

As he grows, his responsibhilities to his family sroo. In time

he finds playmates oubside the family circle and assumes responsibilities

the community in which he lives. Hias responsibilities nmultiply as he
®Stablishes contact with other parts of his community and with the state

vihich a1l families and communities are integral parts. (I use the
term state" in its broader meaning of a body politic.) Upocn reaching
Wﬁnhood, he assumes the full duties and responsibilities as well as the
Flghts and privileges of citizenship and takes his nrcper place in the
State that, represents society as a thole. He begins to make a living
for himself, to preduce for his family, his commanity, and his state in
Crder that all may attain the end for which they live and exist--the wel-

of individuals.

Making a living is only one way in which the individual re-
SPonds to the successive influences of tihe home, the commuuity, the state,
the ever-widening horizens of his world. lils whole conception of the
arF ol living reflects all of these culvural influences. He is the prod-
u9t of all these influcnces and of his own innate capacity. They deter-
ine his response to the successes and feoilures that constitute his life.
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The Anerican culturc into which we have been born or welcomed
by ndoption is cosmopolitan, and yet it is truly American. It respects
e culture and tradition of all races and brings them together in the
°PIrit of tolerance and freedom. It looks to hhe future rather than to
‘€ past and is something to which vou and I are contributing. Our cul-
ure, like our flag, represents the ideals of the state, You and I de-
mine those ideals by the manner in which we live our lives. To the
CXien {hat each individual exerts a sensitive and forceful personality
In behalf of socieby, he becomes a contributor to society rather than a
€re recipient of its “enefits. By his own life he enriches the 1ife of

Pthers and raises the ideals of the state.

The state has bul. wne purpose--the complete welfare of the
. * ohysical, mental and moral welfare. The means by which this end
1s attained is government. Bub governments are various: monarchial,
1Stocratic, democratic. or a comicination of any of these three. Ours
democratic. It is a government "of “he people, bv the people, for
- People”, ark well the principle that democratic government is the
‘fvant of the people, not people the servants of goverrment. In con-
T“adlstinction is totalitarian government where the people are only in-
uments of the state. There dictators rule by edict. The people
Canly or else~-the concentration camp or the firing squad. This is the
kina o tyranny that threatens the oxistence of democracies in this vear
of 19,2,  How does it cempare with our conception of government? Is
"hat we have under our democracy worth fighting for?

In ordinary times we are so intent on exercising the rights of
AF“Pican citizens that we do not pause to consider their source. Perhans
“he privilege we exercise nost consciously is the privilege of criticiz-
"g our Government. We seldom step to think *that the functioning of our
“f onal Government is largely responsible for the security of cur daily
llVGS. We do not associate Lhe security of our homes, our local communi-
;* i: and even our individual States with tno szcurity of the nation as
W fe) L

In a scnse this represents the perfect functioning of democracy.
targe tasks of promoting the physical, mental and moral welfare of

th? People are being carried out according to plan, with perhaps no con-
Stious effort, on the part of the citiuenry. GZach one of us can concen-
_" * on discharging his perscial. responsibilities to his Jjob, his family,
N4 his local community. The danger is that we muy come te think we have
fo responsibilities to the naticn, or that we may forget how to meet them
YN the need arises,

. Times of emergency make us acutely aware of our national unity
O our national Government. In the lean years of depression, we found
" owe as individuals were powerless to cope with the immensity of our
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?COnomic oroblems. The difficulties were not of local eorigin. They had
their roots in world-wide maladjustments that wers disrupting our whole
National econcmy. [ocal communities were unable to pretect their resi-
d@nts against the loss of their jobs, their hiomes, and their savings.
Q?Ly through strong positive action of our national Governmen® vere our
difficulties, serious as they were, kept from becowing far more disas—
trous.

e yrere not clenr of our economic troublus before war clowds
broke in Furope and Asia. We tried to tell ourselves that these wars
héd nothing to do with onr lives and that we would have no part in the
slaughter and destructien. We are a neace-loving people and we arc slow
FO recognize a lust for sar and conquest in ctiers. Fven after many
friendiy nations had been decimated and enslaved by thelr conquerors, we
were reluctant to see the threat to our own nation. Ve condoned the ac-
tion of our President and Congress when they initiated the defense dro-
gram, hut we conlinued to hope the skies would clear before we were
2ctually involved in war. Then we in turn were treacherously attacked.

How many of us acknowledged that we had been siow in facing
realities? How many of us wondered whether we had been alert tc the wel-
fare of the nation, and questioned vhabther we had impeded rather than
aided our national Government in exercising its powers te defend the na-
tion--to tefend ovr liberties? Did our rcsponsibilities as citizens
take clearer form and galvanize us into action?

Today, as perhaps never before, we in America nead to take to
?Qart the message typed mechanically hy the young school girl: "Now is
the time for all good men to come to the aid of their country." Nc
country has better served her citizens in pretecting their rights and
lberties than has ours. MNow we must face the fundamenial fact that in-
dividual rigits and privileges can have real meaning only when they are
accompunied by duties and responsibilities Lo preserve what generations
of Americans have worked for — fought for - and died for! Our nation in
Fimes of stress can be no stroager than its individual citiwens, for it
1s a basic postulate of democracy that the citizens of a democratic state
in a sense, are the state. Unless we as individuals are willing to under
take to the fullest our duties and responsibilities, our national defense
must be weak; our offense laggard.

In addition te our regular work there are many things we can do
dGpending on out conditions and circumstances

.

#ith humor snd comaon sense arnold Bennett pointed out, during
the last war of 1914,-1918, an axiom again highly pertinent:

"When citizens hear that volunteers for war work are badly
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vanted = and then look out their windows and see no work at all
rolling up to their front doors, they are apt to feel rather
hurt and say: 'I am ready to do my share, but if no one gives
me anvthing to do I can't do anything.'

"Yet patriots cannot expect the organizers of war work
to run up and down streets knocking at doors and crying: 'Come!
You are the very person I necd!' However much urgent war work is
waiting tco be done, nine-tenths of ths voluntecrs will have to
put. themselves to a certain amount of trouble to discover the
vork. They may even have almost to beg for the privilege of
doing it. They are rather hurt, for they are not asking a fta-
vor. 'I went and offered my services,' a woman will say, 'and
he looked at me as if I were a doubtful character, and ycu never
heard such a cross-—exsmination as 1 had to go through. It was
most humiliating.'

"Axiom: The trouble and annorance incidental to getting tLhe

work are themselves an inevitable part of war work, just as much
as bandaging the brows of herocs."

Fach must now do his share--the individual, the family, the com
Mmity--to.. protect and to figlt for the preservation of democracy. Else
We -~ you and I - will be haunted to distraction by the knowledge that we
g4ve "too Little and too late",

Have you met individuals in areas affected oy the recent gaso-
line rationing order who boast of kunowing where they can get gasoline
Without a rationing card? Do you admire their smartness or do you con-
Sider them slackers? People who do a thing like this are impeding our

effort, They are hurting you and me, and in the long run, themselves
people who refuse to change their way of living to meet the needs of the

are obstructing the sincere effort of others. by refusing to ccop-
frate, they are hampering us in our struggle to preserve their freedom
and our own. They are endangering the welfare of our people and of all
the people in the world who love freedom.

. This is not a war that is fought alone by soldiers on the bat-
tleficld--away from home. This is a war that is fought right in every
City, right in every town, right in every home. This war is totall

True, we Americans have done much--our arnies are now abroad;
our proijuction lines are turning of i planes, tanks, guns and ammunition
at an increasing rate. "....we are toduay in the position of men who
fe&lize that they are actually doing the impossible", said Donald Nelson,
Lhairman of the War roduction Board, in his speech cn June 9th.

e have played some pari in slowing the advance of the enemy,
dlrectLv on the far Fastern front and indirectly through the provision
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of arms for our British and Russian allies in Lurope. Yet, what we have
QOne ig a mere fragment of whay we have te do--and do quickly. The great
?Ulk of Europe lies under the dazi heel, Lven in Russia, the superc ef--
forts of our allies have managed to retake only a small fraction of the
territory lost to the Cermans last summer, and now Hitler has bezun an-
other push. In the Far Fast thus far the success of the enemy has been
great-—our strongest efforts have done little more than slow the Japa-
§¢Se advance. In recent wecks we have had good news, especially from our
fleet in the Pacific and from the British air force over EBurope. Yet let
US not be carried away to optimistic height,ss We are still on the defen-
S51ve, and wars are not won that way.

So let us work! Work hard! Work harder! Time is vital--
every day, every hour, every minube. counts ia this fateful summer ahead.
A bomber in China or Europe now may be worth ten next year. Let us gyn-
Chronize our thoushts and actions with the rhythm and the temno of the
t?&mp, tramp, tramp of our soldiers, the hum and whirl of our war produc—
tion machines; the zoom of the planes oftf the assarmbly linc; the rumble
‘ the tanks; the nplash of the ships. Moreg, more, nore--iaster, faster,
%&Stermmevcr accelerating toward crescendos that wiil break into deafen-
ing roars on the battlefronts--on land, in the air, on the seal Cur flag
leads on, vroudly, invincibly. Let us follcw the flagl

The newspapers tcll us that some lines of production are "ahecad
of schedule", others "nearly up to schedule". GCood--tten let's revise
tﬁe schedules upward and aim at a higher mark. Some complain about over-
time work, squabble for higher pay, protest loudly about loss of privi-

eges and question the necessity for even such minor discomforts as we
have thus far faced. How small and selfish such actions scem in the light
~ the valiant unquestioning heroism of those fighting men on Corregidor,
in the jungle of Burma, in Russia, in the deserts of North Africa. How
%ﬂ?initesimal are our sacrifices compared with those of the battered but
1r}edom-loving civilians of the battleground nations--Poland, Czechoslo-
Vakia, Russia, England, France, Belgium, Jugoslavia, Greece, Holland,
Denwark, China....

Did you read this the other day, told by Orew Middleton, an
h8sociated Press staff writer:

miith the R.A.F. Bomber Comnsnd, June 1. - This is the
story of a little Polish nilot hero and his British plane
(Wimpy) or what's left cf it.

"The Pole, with four other members of his crew wounded
and unconscious, brought back his shattered Wellington 'Wimpy!
from the 4-figure Cologne raid.

"The vlane is in the repair shop and they're trying to
firure out hew it got home without a landing gear ana with
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bomb doors still op=en.

"MYimey ! squetted in the hangar in battered glorv. lHer
interior wac ceked with blood, grea® tufts of grass clung to

her scarred belly from her pancake landing and there was a
hole in her fuselage the size of home plate. But she's there.

"In the rear gun-turret there was & hele you could put
your foot through. A cannon shell from a Nazi night fighter
had taken off the rear gunrer's foot. But he managed tec keep
alive and, with tracer bullets sireaming at him, he managed
to return the fire,

"Thinre were L7 bullet holes in the front turret, six
separate cannon shell holes, in the underside of the fuselage
(of the plare).

"The Polish pilot grinned when I asked him about it.

"I don't speak much English,' he said. 'But these men
are so good. When they are hit they keep still. ¥hen I tell
them I will get tiem back one of them says, '"Hear, hear", just
like they do at nublic speakings

"Te get home all right bubt I cannot get my whsoels down
to land. 1 got over the airfield once, twice; ana I hear them
groaning back there (in tne plane).

"'Then I say, "Ckay Butch," and [ bring her in. God He
is at our right hand, I know.'"

That's the sort of thing that is gecing on over there--day after
4 What are you and I doing in war work, in conservaticn, in civilian
tfense, in buying nore war bonds, to Lompare?

Customary living, customary work? To me it seacms a mark of
“onor to lead in giving these up, in seyin;: "Iwill lead in working harder,
in turning out more picces per day, in saving and pinching that my tires
??d gas and rood and clothing will go turther, in buying more war bonds,
Mi placine war production and the national welfare far above personal
Woitions and corforts." The man or womon vho fails to take this atti-
“Udp--und to act accordingly-- is to mc as much a slacker as the draft
“Odver To wait for the Government or the employer or the foreman to
drive vou to faster work, to wait until a law forces you to buy less and
TQPCFS yon to couserve scarce articles, to wait, until everyone else buys
More way bonds--these are the woays of a slacker, nol of a true American.

These aro strong statements-~but L believe the time is long
Past for Lickering and selfish ambitions. Modern war is unbelievably
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Violent and horrible. Loss of' this war would be unsveakably catastrophic
‘¢ can win and weo must win. Whether we win and how soon depends on what
You and I d¢ as individuals.

Democratic action is based on free cooperation of individuals,
If we do not work harder, conssrve our scarce possessions, buy mere war
onds voluntarily, we force our Government to muke us do so in the pub-
Llic interest,

In kis spcech of June 4th, secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau
-@minded us that: "Five wesks have gone by since President HRoosevelt out-
not1@ a mational economic policy for fighting the war on the heme front.
€ called for heavier taxation, for fixing prices snd rents, for ration-
18 scarce comnodities, [or stablizing wages and farm vrices, for check-
0g 1nstaiment buying, and finally, for risid self-denial and saving and
Ne investment of billinsns more in war bonds." And following the Presi-
Secretary Morgenthau emphasized strongly that each one of these
F0lnus is dependent on the other ir the whole program is to work. If we
tault on any one. the wholc program may crumble,

Billions of doilarvs
fort It is estimated--and ihi enly an esvimate based on tentative
Jsumptions-~that  the total Loverrnment expenditures in the fiscal year
. will be 73 billion dollars. This 7% Lilsion dollars includes 67
bl.l.lions for war expenditures alone. It is furtier estimated, vased on
Pﬁnding legislation, that tax receipts wili be about 2, billion dollars.,
leaves a balance of aboubt 46 billion dollurs to Le sorrowed by the
Vernment in one fashion or ancther. It is hoped that the sales of war
v 1gs bonds and stamps will increase with each day, each week and each
Month, Buy war bonds and stamps and make this hope a reality.

are ne<eded for the success of our war ef-
i 3

g i:

Through the purchase of war savings bonds you are not only
. Dding your money to the Government to wage a successtul war; vou are
“elping yourself by investing your moncy in the soundest security on
Sarth.  The money will be returned to you in full--with interest--almost
3% ir held Lo maturity. I speali now of series "E" Londs. By investing
Our money in these war bonds, you help in our fight against inflation,
T money that you would otherwise spend to yurchase scarce consumer
. » You loan to your Government to build tanks, airplanes, ships, guns.
E{”“‘““ by purchasing war bonds, you offset the pessibility of deflation
after the war because you will have purchasing power after the war and
) eur purchises you will make possible increased production; in other
"°§du, you vill uelp peace-time production of goods and wmaterials for
vhicl there will ke need, and thus you will give work to many “housands
a4 time when war production will ceasc.

Tes, billions of dollars are needed to win this war, but what
- Pillions compared to the freedom we're fighting for--our freedom and
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the freedom of those millions throughout the world who are hungry and
beg for food, who are thirsty and reach out feebly for a glass of water,
vho are wounded and seck balm, who are depressed and plead for a word

encouragenment, who scarcely breathe under the barbaric heel of the
Oppressor. Their enemy is our cneny.

President Roosevelt in his Flag Day proclamation said: "VWe
45 a nation are not fighting alone. 1In this planetary war, we are a
bart of a great whole; we are fighting shoulder to shoulder with the
Valiant pecples of the United Nations, the massed, angered forces of
Common humanity. Unless we triumph, all will fail.,

"For these reasons it is fitting that on our traditional Flag
Pay we honor not only our own colors but alsc the flags of those who
fave, with us, signed the Declaration by United Nations, paying homage
to those nations awaiting liberation from tyranny we all ovpose, to these
#hose lands have escaped the scars of battle, to those who have long been
heroicaliy fighting in the blaze and havoc of war...."

It is important--very important--that the United Hations be
actively united and that we therefore beware of all rumors and all gos~—
$ip, innocent or otherwise, that tend to separate the United Nations and
thus to weaken our united efforts. The enemy is well knovn for his use

the insidious weapon which divides opposition and leaves each part
OPen to separate attack at his will. This is not new--this is old strat-
egy,

The United Nations idea must be more than just an idea. It
Must be a coherent fighting force. That is the only way we can win this
Yar and win lasting peace. No country can do it alone--no individual or
€roup of individuals can do it alone.

Ve must plan now not only to win the war and to win it soon,
but to win a lasting peace. We must try to insure economic, social, and
Political stability for our country and sor other countries of the world,

"....and when the time of peace cones," says Vice Presi-
dent Wallace, "the citizen will again have a duty, the supreme
duty of sacrificing the lesser interest for the greater inter-
est of the general welfare, Those who write the peace must
think of the wiole world. There can be no priviieged neoples.
ke ourselvzs in the United States are nc more a master race
than the Nazis, And we cannot perpstuate cconomic warfare
without planting the seeds of military warrare. We must use
our power at the peace table to build an economic peace that
is just, charitable, and enduring."

_ As informed citizens, let us avply to our deily lives the sub-
lime wisdom of Abraham Lincoln's tribute tc the heroes of Getty sburg:
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"The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it
can never forget what they dia here." Our actions, not our words and

good intentions, will bring us honor or dishonor, freedom or slavery,

Victory or a defeat more insufferable than death.

As I salute the tlag today, it seems to plead with me by mur-
Muring: "I am not the flag; not at all. I am but its shadow. I am
whatever you make me, nothing more. I am your belief in yourself, your
dream of what a People may become....I am the day's work ol the weakest
man, and the largest dream of the most daring....I am the clutch of an
ldea, and the reasoned rurpose of resolution. I am no nmore than you be
lieve me to be and I am all that you believe I can be. I am whatever
you make me, nothing more."

How true! Our flag and the flags of all our brave allies are
only what we make them. Shall we keep them flying high in glorious fre
dom or lower them in tribute to a master? Thera can be only one answer



